
NEWS SHEET
You're invited! Join us for upcoming 

worship, fellowship, and fun.

MAY 2024
asburyfirst.org (585) 271-1050

CELEBRATE WITH US! ? Saturday June 1

SOME IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES:
MAY 26: 9 am outdoor services and Summer Choir begin!
JUNE 1: Cady Celebration (read more below)
JUNE 2: Rev. Dr. Stephen Cady II returns to Asbury as guest-preacher for 

both the 9 and 11 am services
JUNE 23: Rev. Rachel Dupont gives her farewell sermon
JUNE 30: We say Goodbye to our Interim Senior Minister, Rev. Ted Anderson 
JULY 1: Rev. Dr. Michelle Bogue-Trost officially joins the Asbury Family
JULY 21: Our new Senior Minister, Michelle, preaches at Asbury for the first time!  

We're throwing a party to wish a fond farewell to Rev. Dr. Stephen Cady 
II, Emily Cady and the Cady family, and we want you there with us! Join 
us Saturday, June 1 for a Celebration Dinner under a Big Tent on the 
Granger Place Lawn (the lawn just east of 1050) featuring a bounce 
house, a buffet dinner, live music, yoyoing and more! 

For more info, and to RSVP, visit asburyfirst.org/cady-celebration or 
call the Asbury Office at (585) 271-1050

We're also collecting gifts in the form of monetary donations to 
show the Cady's love and appreciation for their years of service 
and community with us. More info on the Cady Purse is available 
via the same link: asburyfirst.org/ cady-celebration

PLEASE RSVP BY CALLING (585) 271-1050
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June 10 and 17, 6:30 - 8 pm, Red Room (1010, Community Outreach Center)

For those interested in joining Asbury First, this class in two parts will introduce the tenets 
and history of United Methodism, and give a deep dive into the many ways one can 
become more involved in Asbury First's ministries.

Light snacks and beverages will be provided, but feel free to bring your own bag dinner if 
you prefer. Our hope is to have everyone present for recognition of new membership at the 
11 am service on June 23. No need to register, but let us know if you plan to attend! Contact 
Deb Bullock-Smith at (585) 271-1050 x117 or email her at dbullocksmith@asburyfirst.org

New Members Class!

Children ages 4 through 11, join us August 5 
through 8 for an Olympic-sized VBS! We will 
meet each morning from 9 am til noon to 
learn about teamwork, play Olympic-themed 
games, and explore what the Bible has to say 
about working together!

Summer VBS is coming!

Register now! 
Visit asburyfirst.org/vbs 

June 2 ? August 4

Sunday's 11 am service features this season's final appearance of the Sanctuary 
Choir. We offer our sincere thanks for their expressive enhancements to our 
worship, Sunday after Sunday! Sanctuary Choir will resume in early September.

This summer, you're invited to take part in Summer Choir. No need to be a 
member of Sanctuary Choir ? all you need is basic singing skill and a desire to 
learn! Come as you're able. Summer Choir gathers at 10 am in Wesley Hall and 
prepares accessible music for that morning's 11 am service. If you have any 
questions, please contact Carl Johengen at cjohengen@asburyfirst.org.

Summer Choir

mailto:dbullocksmith@asburyfirst.org
http://asburyfirst.org/vbs
mailto:cjohengen@asburyfirst.org
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Every Sunday night in June, beginning June 9, join us from 5 to 8 pm 
at the Ellison Park softball fields to play both softball and kickball. 
All skill levels and ages are included so make sure to bring the whole family! 
Even if you don't intend to play, come cheer us on and share in a night of 
fellowship and fun! 

contact Mike Mullen for more information at mmullen@asburyfirst.org

Asbury First Kickball and Softball League!

Secure a niche in Asbury First's

Later this year we will break ground on Asbury First's Columbarium project ? a consecrated 
garden-like outdoor space on the southeastern outer wall of 1040 designed to provide a final 
resting place for the remains of our loved ones.

These niches are available to all, but space is limited so reserve yours now.

Visit asburyfirst.org/columbarium to learn more  

Our very own Tim and Johanna Mahan sat down to talk 
about what the Asbury First Columbarium means to them, 
and luckily, they let us film it!

To watch the 2 minute video, visit asburyfirst.org/columbarium 
or scan the QR code below.  

Do More Good! Give Blood!

Sign up or just Show up to give blood Saturday, June 1 from 8:30 am to 1 pm at 
Asbury First's Gathering Center. Please call Ed Ristau at (585) 223-4356 or call 
1-800-RED-CROSS or visit redcrossblood.org to schedule your appointment.

And please remember to bring ID.

Streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes by visiting 
RedCrossBlood.org/ RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading and health 
history questions on the day of your appointment.

Red Cross Blood Drive at Asbury First!

mailto:mmullen@asburyfirst.org
http://redcrossblood.org
http://RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass
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Pentecost Sunday, May 19, will be a celebration of the Holy Spirit?s work in our lives, church and 
community. At both the 9 & 11 am services we'll hear testimony from outreach volunteers about 
how their discipleship leads them into action. At the 11 am service we will also confirm several 
youth as new members of Asbury First. 

Pentecost is the only day during the church year marked with red vestments and paraments.
All are invited to wear red to worship to symbolize the fire of the Holy Spirit at work!

Wear Red For Pentecost - May 19

The Storehouse is seeking used children's picture books in good condition to stock for families 
in need. Bring your gently used (or new!) children's picture books to the Welcoming Hall where 
they can be deposited in the crate by the access ramp, near the doors facing the Parking Lot. 

For more information, contact Nancy Davidow at ndavidow2@rochester.rr.com

Donate your Children's Picture Books!

At this year's UMC General Conference, delegates 
overwhelmingly approved lifting the ban on LGBTQ clergy 
and same-sex weddings, 692 to 51, during the United 
Methodist Church's General Conference.

Read the story on NPR.org

United Methodist Church lifts bans on LGBTQ clergy and same-sex weddings

SAVE THE DATE!

Save the date! We know Christmas is still a ways off, but if you're interested in 
being a vendor at this year's Holiday Craft Bazaar, please reserve a spot soon! 
Contact chrissmithburton@gmail.com for more information.  

November 1, 2024, set-up 5 - 7 pm

November 2, 2024,10 - 4 pm

November 3, 2024, 10 - 2 pm

Asbury Storehouse Holiday Craft Bazaar

mailto:ndavidow2@rochester.rr.com
http://NPR.org
mailto:chrissmithburton@gmail.com
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Asbury Community Garden is in need of new volunteers! Whether you?d like to put in a 
single afternoon of service or join us for the entire season, we could use your help. 
Gardening expertise is welcome, but not required. Planting will begin in May and from 
then until October we?ll need help with watering. Harvesting begins in June. Most 
volunteers work on a team that serves every few weeks to water, weed, and harvest. 
Let us know if you?re willing to help just one time or all season by reaching out to 
Diana Carter at dianalouisecarter@gmail.com or by calling (585) 732-7224

Volunteer with the Community Garden!

The Asbury Bicycle Ministry is gearing up for the 2024 season. We repair bikes in the garage 
on the Asbury campus, Thursday mornings, May through September. If you are interested in 
participating, please contact Simon Barnett at sjbarnett3@gmail.com

Asbury First Bicycle Ministry

Immediate volunteer Greeter Coordinator position available. Would be responsible for 
scheduling and supporting volunteer greeters who are in Clinic on a weekly basis in addition to 
medical team. Would report to an UR WELL Executive Committee member. Training will be 
provided.

For information, contact Mary Scahill at (585) 705-6112 or mscahill404@gmail.com or Lin 
Vanderstyne at (585) 747-4218 or linvanderstyne@gmail.com

Evarts UR Well Clinic Volunteer

Flower beds were built...

...and are now ready for planting!

mailto:sjbarnett3@gmail.com
mailto:mscahill404@gmail.com
mailto:linvanderstyne@gmail.com
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We are once again accepting electronic recycling items for Miracle Garden! 

Following the 2004 Tsunami in south east India, Miracle Garden was established to provide a 
home and education for the orphans from that event.

In conjunction with Imagine It Recycling, we're collecting your old electronic devices, cell 
phones, toner cartridges and more for recycling. The money raised will go to help the Miracle 
Garden continue its good work! Look for the donation box near the Main entrance of the 
Welcoming Hall. More more info about what items are accepted at asburyfirst.org/news/

Questions, please contact Elizabeth Church at (585) 978-0007

Miracle Garden Electronic Recycling

Electronics
Including all cords, batteries, cases, 
headphones, charging ports, and 
anything else that goes with your device.
- Cameras & Camcorders
- iPads & Tablets
- Satellite Radios
- E-Books
- GPS Devices
- USB Devices
- MP3 Players
- Gaming Devices
- 3D Glasses

 
Cell Phone & PDAs
Including all cords, batteries, accessories, and 
anything else that goes with your device.
- Cell phones
- Smartphones
- PDA's
- Charging ports
- Batteries
- Cords

 
Printer Cartridges
Everything that goes into or is taken out of 
the printer, copier, or fax machine.
- Ink cartridges
- Toner laser cartridges
- Drums and imaging units
- Fuser and maintenance kits
- Transfer units and transfer belts

We have reports of a new scam going around claiming to be Ted. Please hover over the email 
to make sure it is from an @asburyfirst.org email account. The Asbury First staff will never ask 
you to send cash immediately or to give your personal information over an open email.

Here are a few guidelines to recognize scam/phishing emails or texts:

- Be suspicious of urgent demands for information
- Often spoofed e-mails will make some form of urgent request.
- Look for misspelled words or grammatical errors in the message or link
- Avoid e-mailing personal or financial information
- Be watchful of general greetings
- Contact Asbury First directly to verify the request before responding.

Staff will only contact you using official email addresses. For more information, please contact David Strong at 
dstrong@asburyfirst.org

Spam/ Phishing Warning

http://asburyfirst.org/news
mailto:dstrong@asburyfirst.org
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GREETER COORDINATOR
Evarts UR Well Clinic is in need of a Greeter 
Coordinator to assist with scheduling and 
supporting greeters at our Outreach Center. 
Contact Mary Scahill at (585) 705-6112 or 
mscahill404@gmail.com 

GARDENER
The Gardening team is looking for help 
with weeding and light trimming every 
week or two. Contact Bonnie Gregory at 
bonniegregory126@gmail.com for more 
information.

COOKIE BAKERS
Help keep our Sunday cookie spread yummy! 
Folks interested in assisting with the baking of 
some cookies for Sunday, please contact Paula 
Dugan at pdugan@asburyfirst.org for more 
information. 

SUMMER GUITARIST
If you play the guitar and/ or enjoy leading 
singing, please contact Carl Johengen at 
cjohengen@asburyfirst.org about lending a 
hand with the Summer Outdoor 9 am Service.

LANDSCAPER
Please consider joining the Community 
Outreach Center Landscaping Team - flexible 
hours and seasonal! If interested in learning 
more, please contact Bob Schuman at 
robert@schumanonline.net.

DATA ENTRY
We are looking for someone willing to do 
some computer work in the office on 
Mondays for about 4 hours (flexible time). 
Contact Deb Bullock-Smith at 
dbullocksmith@asburyfirst.org.  

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS  

ALTAR FLOWERS 
The flowers on the altars are given in 
loving memory of Harmon (Bud) Peters, 
on the date that would have been their 
36th wedding anniversary by his wife 
Carol Peters.

If you would like to place flowers on the 
altar, please contact Jeanne Ristau at 
(585) 223-4356, preferably two weeks 
ahead of requested date.

PRAYERS AND CONCERNS 

We offer our prayers and concerns 
for all those who are ill at home, 
hospitalized, or in hospice care.

We offer our prayers and concerns for 
the family and friends of Peggy Epping, 
who died on April 13. A Memorial Service 
will be held on June 28 at 6 pm at the 
Northgate Bible Chapel, 240 McGuire Rd 
in Rochester.

We offer our prayers and concerns for 
the family and friends of Alice Young 
who died on April 24. A Memorial 
Service will be held on June 1 at 1 pm 
on the MCC campus. 

We offer our prayers and concerns for 
the family of Joan Sapp who died on 
April 13. Joan and her husband Bob 
served Asbury First many years ago.  
Bob predeceased Joan in 2005.

We offer our prayers and concerns for 
the friends and family of Joan Codd, 
who died on April 17.   

As you know, we're Better Together! If you've got an itch to get involved, maybe 
we've got a scratch for you ? below are a few roles currently available at Asbury.

mailto:mscahill404@gmail.com
mailto:bonniegregory126@gmail.com
mailto:pdugan@asburyfirst.org
mailto:cjohengen@asburyfirst.org
mailto:robert@schumanonline.net
mailto:dbullocksmith@asburyfirst.org
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Asbury Community Theatre's production of Oliver! was a smash success! 
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For Children's Sunday, the kids performed "Esther" the 
musical to teach us about the Jewish holiday Purim 

The cast of "Esther"



CONTINUING CLASSES, GROUPS, AND EVENTS

Looking for a way to stay connected to your Asbury First friends during the week? Want to 
meet new Asbury First friends? All women, all ages, are welcome to join the Tuesday 
Women's Fellowship via Zoom, 9:30?10:30 am each week. Bring your coffee or tea, and 
perhaps a treat, zoom in and enjoy an hour of devotion, sharing, and connection. If you have 
any questions or would like more information, please contact Elizabeth Church, coordinator, 
at emchurch418@gmail.com. Hope to see you soon!

Tuesdays, 9:30-10:30 am, Zoom (zoom.us/ j/8347173468 PW 200)

Tuesday Women?s Fellowship

Fridays, 12:30?3 pm, 1040 Room 205 (upper level, bell choir room)

Now meeting on Friday afternoons, the Asbury Art Class is exploring watercolor and 
card-making. Watercolor is a terrific medium for capturing the form and surprise of the 
natural world. Please email Linda Clemow at soulsourcestudio1@gmail.com for more 
information and to register.

Asbury Art Class ? Watercolor Painting

Lectio Divina is a contemplative practice on reading scripture. A passage of scripture is read, 
then there is silent meditation, then the passage is read again, then more silence, and then 
discussion. The silence is an opportunity to reflect upon what you experienced in the 
scripture. This half hour opens and closes with prayer. All are welcome. For more information 
please contact Rev. Kathy Thiel at kthiel@asburyfirst.org or at 585-271-1050 x106.

Tuesdays, 8:30?9 am, Zoom (zoom.us/ j/8347173468 PW 200)

Lectio Divina

Wednesdays, 10?11:30 am , 1010 Red Room and Zoom (zoom.us/ j/6174865464 PW Disciple)

All are invited to join this book discussion group as we meet in-person and on Zoom on 
Wednesday mornings. Some have been a part of this group for years, while others come and go 
depending on availability and the books that we are reading. This year, we will be reading: A 
Pilgrimage to Eternity; Poverty, By America; The Gift of Years; The Flag, The Cross, and The 
Station Wagon; and we will finish up with a few documentary films on Discover Islam.

For more information, please contact Mike Mullin at mmullin@asburyfirst.org.

Wednesday Morning Study Group

mailto:emchurch418@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8347173468?pwd=VWlwOUJPN0xZNTNydDg1bWV4cTZJZz09
mailto:soulsourcestudio1@gmail.com
mailto:kthiel@asburyfirst.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8347173468?pwd=VWlwOUJPN0xZNTNydDg1bWV4cTZJZz09
http://zoom.us/j/6174865464
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Gentle Yoga has returned to Asbury First each Tuesday at 3 pm. Each session will be gentle in 
nature, beginner-friendly, and inclusive to those in need of different supports. Join us for an 
hour of breathing, movement, and awareness, with meditation. Please wear loose-fitting 
clothing that is comfortable for a wide range of movement. A limited number of yoga mats and 
props (blocks, straps, etc.) will be available, but you are encouraged to bring your own.

The sessions will be run by Kelly Noyes, who is certified from the Kripalu School of Yoga and Health and is registered with Yoga 
Alliance (RYT 200). For more information, please contact Kelly at knoyes710@aol.com.

Tuesdays, 3 pm, Gathering Center, $10 pay at the door
Note: Yoga will be on hiatus between 5/28 and 6/11

Yoga at Asbury First

The Disciple Bible Study series encourages participants to read portions of the Bible everyday, 
and offers a study guide to help focus our thoughts and questions. We gather together in 
community to share, reflect, and learn from one another on the readings from the week. This 
fall, we have two Disciple Bible Study groups that will both be meeting on Zoom.

Friday mornings will be led by Mike Mullin, and will be starting the second half of Disciple III 
which focuses on the Pauline Epistles. Tuesday afternoons will be led by Ruthellen Hoyle, and will be starting at the beginning 
of Disciple III, which focuses on the Old Testament prophets. Both groups are open to all. Please contact Mike Mullin with 
questions or for more information at mmullin@asburyfirst.org or at (585) 271-1050 x105.

Tuesdays, 2?3:30 pm, Zoom (zoom.us/ j/6174865464 PW Disciple)
Fridays, 9:30-10:30 am, Zoom (zoom.us/ j/6174865464 PW Disciple) 

Disciple III and IV Bible Studies

Men of all ages are welcome to join us on Wednesday mornings via Zoom as we discuss 
topics of faith, life, and more. Each week, a different member of the group leads us in a 
devotion for our time together. These can be instructional, reflective, conversational, etc. 
This is a wonderful group to make and build connections, and we hope that you will drop 
in to join us!

Wednesdays, 7 am, Zoom (zoom.us/ j/8347173468 PW 200) 

Men?s Devotional Group

mailto:knoyes710@aol.com
mailto:mmullin@asburyfirst.org
http://zoom.us/j/6174865464
http://zoom.us/j/6174865464
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8347173468?pwd=VWlwOUJPN0xZNTNydDg1bWV4cTZJZz09
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Carvers of Hope is a wood carving ministry that helps people who find themselves in the 
very difficult places of life. Its members carve handmade crosses as a reminder of the hope 
Jesus brought to us through the cross. All materials, wood, and carving tools are provided, as 
well as carving lessons. No prior skill is needed to carve crosses with this group. If you have 
any questions or would like more information, please contact John Smalt at 
jhsmalt@gmail.com. 

4th Wednesday of the Month, 6:30?8 pm, Education Wing

Carvers of Hope

A prayer shawl is a simple shawl or a lap blanket knitted by members of our group. It is 
symbolic of an inclusive, unconditionally loving God. The knitting itself is very simple and we 
have ?experts? on hand to help you if you are a beginner.  The group meets monthly on the 
fourth Wednesday. Clergy and lay members of our church identify those who may benefit 
from our ministry and a shawl, and they're delivered by ministers or congregation members. 
Questions? Contact Meredith Pixley at meredithpixley@gmail.com.

4th Wednesday of the Month, 3?4:30 pm, Library

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Asbury First's LGBTQ+ Advocacy Group will be holding its first meeting of the season on 
Sunday, October 15 in the Youth Room (in the lower level of the church), as our church 
community celebrates National Coming Out Day. Anyone affiliated with LGBTQ+ community 
and allies are welcome to attend. We will be setting our agenda for the year, planning for 
events, outreach, and educational opportunities in our community. Youth and adults are 
welcome! For more information, please contact Deb Bullock-Smith at (585) 271-1050 x117 or at 
dbullocksmith@asburyfirst.org. 

3rd Sunday of the Month, at 9:45 am, 1040 Youth Room (lower level)

LGBTQ+ Advocacy Meeting

Sundays, 9:45?10:45 am, Room LL03 and Zoom (zoom.us/ j/6174865464 PW Disciple)

As The Spirit Moves is a class founded on forming a welcoming community to study Biblical 
events through scripture as well as Christian-based literature. All are welcome, and every 
voice is heard as we become better together.

For more information about this class, please contact Mike Mullin at 
mmullin@asburyfirst.org or at 585-271-1050 x105.

As The Spirit Moves Us

mailto:jhsmalt@gmail.com
mailto:meredithpixley@gmail.com
mailto:dbullocksmith@asburyfirst.org
http://zoom.us/j/6174865464


Dining & Caring Center
Open for hot meals, and shower and 
hair care services. Laundry services 
by appointment.

Hours:

- ?Breakfast served: 
Wednesday?Friday, 7?9 am; Lunch 
served Sunday only, 12?1pm

- Hair Care services available the 
third Sunday of the month 
from noon to 1 pm

- Shower services available 
Wednesday?Thursday from 7?9 am 
on a first-come, first-serve basis

- Laundry services available 
Wednesday?Thursday from 7?9 am 
by appointment (Appointments are 
made in-person the prior week and 
are on a first-come, first-served 
basis)

Bike Repair Ministry
- R Community Bikes will provide 

basic bicycle repair and tune-ups 
on a first-come, first-served basis 
at the garage behind the COC 
and playground.

Evarts UR Well Clinic
- Hours: Thursday evening from 

6?8:30 pm
- Appointments: Schedule by calling 

the church office at (585) 271-1050
 or online at 
bit.ly/ URWell-Appointment

Storehouse
- Hours: Monday?Thursday from 9 

am?3 pm, as well as the third and 
fourth Saturday of the month from 
9 am?12 pm.

- Donations: We are accepting 
donations in our new donation 
building (small brick building) 
located next to the COC 
at 1010 East Ave.

Grocery Bag Ministry
- The Grocery Bag Ministry has 

transitioned fully to operating in 
the Community Outreach Center. 
Join us on the third Saturday of 
each month in the COC to help us 
pack groceries for people in need.

Community Garden
- The Community Garden has 

provided bountiful amounts of 
fresh vegetables this Summer to 
food ministries such as the DCC, 
Grocery Bag Ministry, and AME 
Zion?s food deliveries. All produce 
goes for this purpose, and is not 
available for individual harvesting. 
With Fall?s approach, the garden is 
slowing down and will be put to 
bed over the Winter with first 
frosts. We welcome volunteers to 
help us over the Winter plan for 
next season.

If you are interested in volunteering in the Center you can do so by visiting asburyfirst.org/coc or by calling 
the Rev. Pat Dupont at (585) 271-1050 x136.  

http://bit.ly/URWell-Appointment
https://asburyfirst.org/coc/
https://asburyfirst.org/outreach-volunteer/


NEEDED ITEMS, SERVICES, AND FUNDRAISERS

DEADLINE FOR JUNE ANNOUNCEMENTS: Saturday, June 1
To submit an announcement, email communication@asburyfirst.org, call the church office 

at (585) 271-1050, or fill out the online form at asburyfirst.org/ bulletin-announcement.
If you'd like to receive regular paper communications, please call the church office at (585) 271-1050.

Stay up-to-date with events, links, and information with our online calendar, or call (585) 271-1050.

asburyfirst.org/events

Are you interested in taking the next step in your faith journey, finding your place in the life 
of Asbury First, or are just in need of a deeper connection? There is a place for you!

Scan the QR code, visit asburyfirst.org/ help-me-connect, or call the office at (585) 271-1050 
to connect.

Help Me Connect

Our inventory is low on the items listed below. If you have any of these to donate, please either 
drop them off in the brick donation building outside of the Community Outreach Center (COC) or 
bring donations to the 1st floor reception desk in the COC Mon -Thurs from 9 am - 3 pm and 
Fridays from 12 - 3 pm.

- Children's and Men's gently used sneakers, sandals and summer shoes
- Men's jeans
- Queen sized bed sheets
- Standard sized pillow cases
- Bath & hand towels
- Drinking glasses
- Pots and fry pans (used or new)

Thank you for your ongoing generosity!

Storehouse Items Needed

The Youth Ministries of Asbury First have always been a highlight of our congregation, 
and we are thankful for all of the encouragement and support we receive! Each year, we 
seek to expand our team of adult volunteers that act as mentors and facilitators with 
our youth. If this is a ministry that you have ever wondered about joining, Mike Mullin 
would love to connect with you.

In addition, as we work out our summer schedule, if you have any familiarity with disc 
golf or rock climbing, we would love to be in touch about how you might share your 
passions with our youth for a couple of events this summer.

For more information, please contact Mike Mullin, mmullin@asburyfirst.org

Youth Ministry Opportunities for Adults!

mailto:communication@asburyfirst.org
http://asburyfirst.org/bulletin-announcement
http://asburyfirst.org/events
http://asburyfirst.org/ help-me-connect
mailto:mmullin@asburyfirst.org
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