

	
	
	





Asbury First United Methodist Church
Columbarium – Frequently Asked Questions

1. Why a Columbarium at Asbury First ?
            From the earliest days Christians have chosen to have their final resting place within the community of the church. From the catacombs of ancient Rome to the great cathedrals of Europe to the humblest churchyard in Western New York the evidence is everywhere. Other churches in Rochester, including on East Ave, have had columbaria for decades.  
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Description automatically generated]2.  What are the details of Asbury First’s Columbarium ?  
The Columbarium will be located on the church campus along the southeast exterior wall of the Sanctuary.  Initially the Columbarium will have 136 Niches* with provision to expand to a total of 328 Niches.
* A Niche is a recessed compartment in which urns (containers) of cremated human remains are placed. Each Niche can hold up to 2 urns.
 
3.  Is there a place to sit and reflect or pray ?
        Yes, there are benches in the Columbarium for reflection, meditation and prayer.
4.   Who can use the Columbarium ?
                    Open to all  - consistent with Asbury First seeking to be a fully inclusive Church
     5.     How is the Columbarium funded ?

               The Columbarium is funded through the sale of Niches and designated capital gifts

6.  What is the price of a Niche ?  
     The price of each Niche is $5,000. Each Niche can hold up to 2 urns.
     This one-time payment covers a portion of the cost of building the Columbarium and the creation of a  
     permanent fund for perpetual care.  

     There are no on-going annual charges.

     The only other costs will be for the inscribing of the niche faceplate and opening and closing at 
      inurnment.    

     7. Can cremains be split between the Asbury First Columbarium and other locations, such as a family plot ?
            Yes, it is not uncommon to have cremains in multiple locations.
     8.  Can ashes be inurned at the Asbury First Columbarium if they are currently housed somewhere else ?
            Yes, upon purchase of a Niche 
     9. Is it possible to scatter one’s ashes on the Asbury First Campus ?
            No, there is no area for scattering of cremains on the Asbury First Campus
   10. May a Niche be purchased for remembering a person whose ashes will not be inured ?
                                    Yes
   11.  May I select the exact Niche location that I would like ?
             Yes   - first come, first served
   12.  What is the United Methodist Church’s stance on cremation ?
          The United Methodist Church accepts cremation as a viable option when it is the choice of the deceased or family. Cremation is in accordance with the Church’s beliefs and doctrines.    
    13. Who maintains the Columbarium and gardens ?
              The Property Stewardship Committee of the Governing Board is responsible for maintenance of the Columbarium and its gardens. A portion of the fees for participating in the Columbarium is set aside in a permanent fund to cover short-term and perpetual maintenance.
     14. May I donate to the Columbarium with or without making a purchase ?
        	Yes, donations to the Columbarium are welcomed,
Designated gifts have already helped fund some of the preliminary works such as architect’s schematic designs and artist’s renderings. Designated gifts and capital gifts will ensure meeting the goal of the Columbarium being self-supporting and self-funding.
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